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Since the enforcement of the Act on the Protection of Personal Information (hereinafter referred to as the Act), and the
Guidelines for Individual Information Protection in the Field of Medical Services (hereinafter referred to as the Guidelines),
three years have already passed. In the meantime, many of medical institutions have made various efforts for coping with the
restrictions etc. concerning the collection and handling of patient information. On the other hand, the Guidelines specify the
following. When "the purpose of data gathering assumed in the routine practice" is posted in the hospital building, it shall be
construed that the “implied consent “is obtained from a patient. As a result, the medical staff is substantially exempt from
many of the routine restrictions. It is pointed out that the consciousness of medical staff about the handling of patient
information has not been improved much. In this research, we attempted to clarify the present situation of "notification of
the purpose of data gathering" of patient information, which is one of requirements of the Act and the Guidelines. We
surveyed it as reported here.

We surveyed 81 hospitals having 100 or more beds and located in Prefecture A. The survey was based on approval of the
Ethics Committee. We received replies from 21 nursing managers and 241 staff nurses in 26 hospitals. More than 90% of
the hospitals replied that "the purpose of data gathering assumed in the routine practice" is posted in the hospital building.
But, about half of the staff nurses did not correctly understand its contents. On the other hand, 58% of staff nurses notified
patients of "the purpose of data gathering", always or as necessary, when they gathered initial information from inpatients.
And 66% replied that they actively addressed the issue of protection of patient information. As mentioned above, when "the
purpose of data gathering assumed in the routine practice" is posted in the hospital building, it shall be construed that the
“implied consent “has been obtained from the patient. The staffs do not necessarily need the routine notification of the
purpose of data gathering. The result of this study shows, however, that comparatively many staff nurses notify actively the
purpose of data gathering to the patients. It suggests that the concept of the Act has penetrated to clinical sites to some
extent. When data is gathered from patients, the purpose must be notified to patients. It is the first step of protection of
patient's right to control personal information. Notification of the purpose of data gathering is expected to spread more in
future.
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